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striking illustrations of the way in which the. 


trunk lines had played into the hands of the ‘ 


Standard Oil monopoly, and. enforced the 
conviction already expressed by the ‘New- 
York special committee as to the, impos- 
sibility of dealing with many of the phases 
of | railroad: discrimination by, anything 
short of national legislation, If ‘the 
House ‘committee makes as: intelligent a 
use of -the evidenced which has been sub- 
mitted to it as our State committes has 
done, the result cannot fail to be a very de- 
cided approach to a satisfactory adjustment 
ofthe relations between the railroads and 
the people. 
—_—_—_—— 

> The Mayor sent to the Board of Aldermen 
yesterday what professes. to be the annual 
report of the Commissioners of Accounts in 
relation to the operations of the Finance 
Department for 1879. Like other réports 
on -City finances, this production seenis 
chiefly. caloulated to make’ darkness 
visible.. As it. comes down ~ only. to 
Nov, 30, 1879) it ean hardly be 
called’ a report for last -yéar, and 
as it contains no information ‘not summa- 
rized in the Mayor’s Message it is certainly 
not new. Itis surely possible to find two 
Commissioners of Accounts who have in- 
telligence enough td disentangle from the 
intricacies’ of Corporation bodk-keeping 
such facts as these: 1. The amount’ of 
debt: paid “during the year from the 
revenues of the;Siiking Fund, from tax- 
ation, and from the payments of ‘assess- 


ments, 2. Theamount of local expenditures, - 


other than those required for State par- 
poses and debt charges, which were paid 
from taxation and the amount paidby the 
issue of bonds. 3. Some intelligible state- 
ment. showing why ‘the: appropriation of 
$75,000 for judgments in 1876 has in- 
creased to $500,000 in 1880, end why the 
surplus of $4,000,000 from the general 
fund, which was deducted from taxation in 
1876, has sunk. to $1j500,000. in 1880, 
The chief function of Commissioners’ of 
Accounts is to explain in a way that ordi- 
nary readers can understand the opera- 
tions of the City Government, bat none of 
the incumbents of that office have’ yet deen 
equal to this simple duty.’ 


reer 
THE GRANT FEELING IN THE SOUTH. 
: If the Democratic . Representative who 
was yesterday reported as testifying to. the 
popularity of Gen. Grant at the South 
stood alone as s witness, -his. statement 
would naturally be received with not.a little 
skepticism. It runs‘so directly counter to 


‘a prevalent Northernopinion with regard 


both to the influences favorable to Gen. 
Grant’s renomination and the predominat- 
ing temper'of the Southern people, that the 
first impulse is to scout the witness and his 
words. Any 6ne,- however, who watches 
carefully the currents .of Southern opinion 
as seen thrdugh the Jocal press‘can hardly 


fail to recognize in the expressions 4 confir- 


mation of conclusions already formed in his 
own mind. Certain it is that in ‘a quiet 
way a remarkable change is. developing 
itself in several of the Southern States, in 
‘the general tone of political discussion and 
in the disposition to shake off the governing 
authority of the Bourbon politicians. .'The 
Democratic’ Party no longer receives blind 
and universal allegiance. "Without formally 
abandoning old notions of ‘parties’ afd 
principles, ‘thera is a well-defined | dis- 
satisfaction with’ the results of Bourbon 
rule, and a vague but suggestive y 
for ‘new conditions of politiedl life. .. 
dissatisfaction may not immediately Pa 
itself to an appreciable extent ; the yearn 


“ing may not on the’inatant produce thé rv: - 


sults, to which it dimly points: Neverthe- 
sal sill moe sleet mgg lige 


tablish the . sympathy between. anter- 
prise and capital, and, themselves, which ; 


is unattainable so long as ‘sectionalism is 


ly accepted andes on 


every-day affairs of the: 


® power in ‘polities. What they are. not | hav 


prepared to do is to escape from one class 
of partisan bonds, and from one set of trad- 
ing politicians, to fall in love with another. 
It would be idle to expect their support for 
a Republican candidate nominated by the 
extremists, the malignant sectionalists, of 
the party and representing their ideas. [If 
the ehange in progress is to yeld large. 
practical results, ite purposes must be 
facilitated by the nomination of 9 candi- 
date whose. strength is not. derived 
from. noisy partisans, whose. sympa- 
thies “are “broad. and generous,’ and 
whose . character and position are a 
guarantee against the sway of men who 
think always of themselves and who know 
that but for partisan machinery they would 
be nobodies,. The favor with which Gen. 
Gaant is regarded in the South grows out 
‘of the fact that he is believed to possess 
these qualifications in a pre-eminent de- 
gree, The. belief is that he may -be the 
nominee of the popular elements of the Re- 
publican Party and yet be free from the 
vices of partisanship :—that he may infuse 
into the Republican policy the breadth and 
ere which would render it: accepta- 
le to the South as well as the North, and 
by the influence of his own character may 
purge our polities of the sectionalism which 
is their greatest bane, 


ME. BAYARDS SPEECH, 


The defense of his: financial resolution 
which was made by Mr. Bavagp in the Sen- 
ate, yesterday, was worthy of the high repu- 
tation he has lately sought to strengthen, 
and worthy of the subject. Its tone wes in 


“marked contrast. with that of nearly © all 


the speeches which have been directed 
against the proposition to deprive. United 
States notes. of their legal-tender quali- 
ty., It was dignified, calm, and ration- 
al.. ‘The Senator hardly ‘deigned ~ to 
notice the insinuations, or worse, which 
were eo frecly indulged in. by Senators 
Breck: and Coxm.as to the motives which 
actuate the supporters of his measure, and 
confined himself toa clear and forcible ex- 
*planation of the principles.on which it was 
based. But he took occasion, in passing, 
to administer a severe rebuke to those who 
had cited the words of Jerrarson and Jacxk- 
son in pretended support of the legal ten- 
ders. He pointed out that the old-fash- 
ionéd Democratic hatred of centralization 
and monopoly could not be used against 
the mational banks and in favor of , the 
rightof Congress to make “* money” out of 
paper. No centralization was comparable 
to this, No monopoly was so’ vaat, so ¢om- 
prehensive, so blighting. J&rrerson and 
Jackson might not, if living, approve. the 
national bank system ;“but they could not 
help ‘fighting, with all the energy of their: 
natures, the mighty assumption, the actual 
usurpation, of  unconstitutiongl “ power 
involved in the issue of . legal-ten- 
der ‘notes, especially in time of peace, 
For himself, Mr. ‘BAyarp. went to the ex- 
treme limit demanded by his premises, and 
condemned the theory of the Supreme 
Court decision. that legal tenders could be 
issued in times of great emergency, the ex- 
tent of which Congness must be the jadge. 
The first step was wrong: . Every sueceed- 
ing step had, with scarcely an exception, 
been wrong, and there was nothing could 
now set the country right but to’ go back to 
the t from which we started. 
_ Mr. AYARD declared that the sole aim of 
his proposition was. to make resumption ef- 
tective. Under the present. system, resump- 
tion was rendered illusory by the forced re- 
‘of the notes. To undertake resump-- 


on by'this method was ‘like bailing water | 


with a sieve.” It is a matter for congrat- 
ulation ‘that the ‘Senator had the good 
sense, and, we may add,» the , courage; 


.|'to. place “his. proposition on this, simple | representation 


| basis. There.¢an be - no) adequate 


i 
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There waa - very “little allusion inthe } 


Senator's speech to the politi¢al Gearing of 


the work in which he has éngaged.’ But-no to 


one can be blind tothe fact that ‘he ‘has un- : 


dertaken the rescue of his party what 
he regards as a fatally false n. We 


are ready to coneede the statesmenship of 
the measure he proposés; butit is fot to 
‘be denied thatit is plas measure of political 
sagacity. It is a bold and’ high bid for 
the votes of New-York, NewJemey, ond 
Connecticut. in the election’ next Fall. 
It remains to be seen whether the Repabli- 
can ‘leaders are aware: of the fast thet for 
them, also, thé path of the highest. public 
duty is the only one that can lead’to politi- 
cal safety ; whether they are ready ‘offer 
as much sourage, good sense, and fidelity’ 
for the support of those States, which, with- 
out these qualities, promptly and clearly 
shown, they are in great danger of losing. 


——EE— 
DEAD-LETIBR STATUTES, 


The New-York Chamber of ‘Commerce 
hag petitioned Congress «to that 
statute which provides for the forfeiture of 
vessels for an iifraction’ of the / Revenue. 
laws.:, This petition touches on aully one of 
the numerous laws rélating 3 and 
forfeitures which need reyision,.. Under the 
statute of 1799, it is provided thint if any 
person attached to vessel entered at 
port of the United States shall ‘be detected. 
insmuggling dutiable goods, sneh vessel shall 
be seized, and, on the conviction of the'eul- 
prit, shall be condemned ‘and sold. The 
proceeds of this sale were to be distributed 
among the Customs officers, informers, 0., . 
as. already provided: under! the statute 
known as thé Moiety law.“ ‘That is: to 
say, if one of the crew or, petty officers 
of 9 ship should smuggle of} shore a 
package of dutiable goods, he:would be in- 
dividually proséeuted for that offénse, and, 
if convicted, would be fined or imprisoned, 
while the ship from which{ the ~goods had 
been taken would be forfeited to the United 
States. This. law was enacted when the 
commerce of the. Republic was small, and 
when the vessels engaged in it were of nod- 
erate capacity, It was the theory of. the. 
law that one of the crew, or ‘e petty officer, 
could’ not engage. in smuggling | from the 
vessel without the knowledge of the master 
or owner, It was fair to ‘presume that if 
the master or owner were engaged im smug-. 
gling st all, they were making this their 
business, while, if the crew of potty officers: 
were.caught at it, they were only employed 
by their superiors for prudential yeasons. 

Commerce has greatly changed in charac- 
ter since 1799. The carrying: trade of the 
world employs huge steamers and sailing 
vessels, costing many hundreds’ of thousands 
of dollars exch. ‘The value of these craft 
is so enormously: disproportionate: to -the 
value of any ditiable goods: which even the 
most alert of smigglers could ‘possibly get 
ashore without detection, that’ no ‘court 
would consent to order the: forfeiture ofa 


great ship on the conviction of a’ sailor for 
‘smuggling. And if'such @ forfeiture were 


ordered, éven on the conviction of the mas- 


ter, the Secretary of: the Treasury, who has. 


final _power in the premises in such cases, 
would order the release of the ‘vessel on the 
payment of s fine, It would be manifestly | 
unjust to forfeit @ ship,” the: owners of 
which were innocent of any knowledge « OF 
intent of their’ employes to.’ 


«| treatment of our currency problem by those sta 
a8 who affect to “balieve, or who do’ believe, 


‘resumed payment. of 


: p er. who comand them ‘may be seid ‘to be 


cour Government notesin ‘specie. - The notes | 


| ate “ payable” on on. ‘Phe hold-.| prac 


course of fines and forfeitures. This had 

' the effect to divide between the three chief | 

Customs officers of that port one-half of the 
proceeds of the transaction, while the other 
half went into the Treasury. This was in 
strict accordance with law, but the Govern- 
ment fost a considerable sum by converting 
duties into s fine. 

Similar instances of the wastefulness en- 
couraged by a strict construction of oxist- 
ing Revenue laws codld be‘ multiplied al- 
moat indefinitely. The present system of 
collecting the revenne is the result of a 
century of legislation. _ Some of itis very 
admirable, but the general result increases 
the labors and responsibilities of the officers 
of the Oustom-houses and the Treasury 
without any possible security being added 
to their duties. Congress could find in a 
revision and codification of the Revenue 
laws abundant opportunity, for an exercise 
of that activity which wastes. itself, too 
often, in creating needless coniplicétions in’ 
the laws‘of the land. And, in the mean- 
time, a real service oan be done to the com- 
meree of the country, if the statute Making 
a ship responsible, to the extent of. forfeit- 
ure, for the offenses of ‘its crew’ could be 
replaced by a law which can be equitably 
enforced. ‘ 

en eeeneemeneran nena: 
RUNAWAY CARS. 


There is a& general impression that. a. 













‘| them for other. than railway purposes, or 


unprinéipled railway companies take pos- 

session of them, conceal their identity with 

ee ee 
fal property. 

‘Why freight cars are thus prone to 
rum awey no one can positively say. .As a 
‘rule, they are not treated badly by their 
owners; and they certainly lead an easier 
life than that led by the locomotive. There 
seems to be no way to guard against their 
“escape unless Tipe pages ea men 
separate keeper, or is confined strictly to 
the: limits of ite owners’ road. Both of 
these ztieasures are regarded ss impractica- 
‘ble, and hence the flight of freight cars is 
inevitepie. ° 

a 

In the early compiled biographies of Groraz 
‘Washineron, it was by mo means uncommon to 
find the lnéage of this illustriens man tzaced back 
to a period anterior or coeval with that of Wini1aM 
the Conqueror. American authors who wrote such 
nonsense aboat the Washington family were only 
aping the custom of those primeval scribes who. fiat- 
tered patrons by gravely stating that s certain great 
man's ancestors were known to have been present at 
the slege-of Troy. Some two years ago, that most 
distinguished English historian, Epwaap A. Faxr- 

- Max, cime Gown heavily on the vaunted lineage of 
many great Eagiish families, who had for centuries 
boasted of «descent traceable td, the times of the 
Norman Innumerable were the genealogi- 
cal treés Ww 
worse, Jir. Paxman, in s most matter-of-fact way, 


upset the major part of the statements, all nicely | 


- printed in the books of peerage, in regard to, soi-di- 


were thusshattered. But what was | 


eran himself, so far a3 he was conesrned,- as an em 
tirely superfluous ceremony. His relations with 
Axrra, the South American woman, whe botehim 
‘wo 20ns and a daughter, and with FPRamcescay pbrrse = oee 
to the time of this marriage, were not what the: 

ealla legitimate, and there is no reason to suppose 
that GaRrBaLpI has of late grown sensitive te pal. 


Ve opinion. ‘The purpose of the marriage is 


make his two children by Francesca ‘his’ legit 
mate heirs in order to secure for them the fnhen | 
itanes of the sum voted to him by. the Itallan Pan. 
lament a few years ago; otherwise, this money 


would have gone to the child of his former wit, 


Countess BasMonpt, who was his heir in Jaw, bat 
not his child in fack The old heto’s curious matth, 
monial history bas been told so often that it gan 
hardly have been forgotten that he. deserted the 
Countess: immediately after the ‘marriage, om 
her - confessing that she should © scon: de: 
come a. mother. A young ‘officer ‘named 
OONFRINI Was.. the father of the child after 
ward born to her. Of Ganrmauprs: childrem by 
Anrra, Mxnorrr, the eldest, is in the Italian Par 
liament; Riccrorti, who feught for the: Freneh it 


1870, and is said to have eaytured the only stand of i: 


colors taken from the Germans, is in Australia em 
gaged in:sheep-raising : Tepasrra is the wits of Ooh. 


part in an irridenia demonstration pce es, 
prisen for s year. Francesca was formerly : 
Oanzio’s nurse, and her two children, Whe 
GaRrmaLpi’s lasital ale $e soe ae 
OLExta, 


GENERAL NOTES. 
—— 
State Treasurer: Worth, of North Caroling, 


: ' has desided that city bonds are taxable. 


freight car is quiet and tractable, and that | 


a locomotive is fierce and headstrong. This 
is a great mistake, The locomotive is un- 


as belonging to the tinie of Witt 
_ The historian mentioned 


doubtedly ' wild and ferocious by nature, | 


but it ‘is readily tamed. When irri- 
tated. by meeting another locomotive on 
the same track, or driven beyoid its 
strength: by heartlesa” drivers, it’ will 
sometimes become’ violent, but for the 
most part it is extremely docile, and very 
rarely tries to run away. The freight. car, 
on the other hand, in spite of its stolid ap- 
pearance, is seldom thoroughly tamed. It 


is timid and treacherous, and will improve | 


, there were only two or three in all Eng- 
» history of a family is always execedingly 


| difficult. to trace, and often, when it is lost, inventive | 


every opportunity which presents itself for |. 


running sway. So ineradisable is this habit 
of running away that the railway companies. 


are compelled to keep men constantly em- |. 


ployed to hunt up missing freight cars’ and 
them. 


recapture 


There are several curious facts in regard 
to the fugacious habits of freight cars which 


are not. mentioned. by any of our scientific *} 


authorities. The kind of treatment which » 
freight car receives appears to have no in- 
fluence upon this propensity torun away. A 
‘car may be treated with the utmost kindness, 
it may be washed daily, and decorated with 
paint and varnish, bub it will run away as 
readily as an abused wad neglected oil car. 

There are Freight Superintendents who 
pride themselves on their kindness to their 


‘ears; men who know the particular num- 


bér of every car in their stables, and the 
amount .of weight which, without eruelty, . 
itean be required to ‘garry’; but these ex- 
eellent mon uniformly fail to gain the léast 
hold upon the affections of theircars. __- 

Westward the runaway freight car takes. 
iteflight. This is®-phenomenon not very 
easy to be explained, We.can understand 


; ‘that New-England freight cars would natu- 
| rally direct their coarse westward when | 


‘running away, for the simple reason that'}’ 
they havea. 


“families ow nga alpa carat barn errata one 
Phe forefathers of Wasxineror, like those 
& local usme, must have 
someone or other of the 


denes. Bat the chances are that, in either case, he 
did not take the name till some time after Domes- 
‘Domesday’ eould show. who held Washing- 
ton, T. B E., (1065,) and who held it T. RB. W., 
(1086.) : ‘Bat is ts only in a ftewexceptionsl cases 
that this am throw any light on the deseent of any 
family of later times. ‘Domesday’ alone upsets in 
@ moment countless false pedigrees ; but, without 
same other evidente, it gives very little nelp toward 
establishing a true one.” 
RR 
Meier Oe i aces 
their mixed blood and defective education. the late 
 viot in their capital should have been the first since 
1831, and that the outbreak of that, year should 
have beemthe work of foreigners. ~The Minister of 
‘War had imported 9 number. of Irish militiamen, 
with the! of drafting them into the regular 
Army. But' Laireomystias (yoke gmongem 


’ of) ‘the ovean, but-why | ; ad 
1a | should a car that escapes trom Buffalo or | 


wre a ANS nds ria 
pepe veo etalk ety 


The Portland (Me) Press speaks of Mayet . 
Nash, of Augusta, sep cack yontinls, KPC Ora 
man and a soldier of tried nerve. 

The Washington. Star‘ says that Setiaton Sia’ 
ron has taken the pains to deny that he bas draw} 
acont of bis pay for the present Congress. St ; 

Chief-Justice Gray, phontr ges 


Senator Butler, of South Carolina, has weit ; 
ten to Providence that his committee’ will report te 
Congress. on the Rhode Inland matters tf, 0, easy 
day. 


to iaae the call for the State Convention to elet , 


; } delegates to Chicago. 


‘Phe déspondent Portland (Me.) Arpt, pro 
einims tliat Fustoniat State Trearsree Whans 50% 
“the bulwark of cogstitutional government: in 
Maine," and it wishes the contien te 
submitted to the Supreme Court atone. ), 

The Cincinnati Gazette says that 
lages int the Western Reserve are nowt 


tae eae Sen eee hex 
_ the great bulk of their custom would come fm © 4 

Gen. Schenck has just sent $10 td he added 
to a fand for the widow and children of = pelieenies, 


ot mueb, bat may serve to prove my 
Tries UEGne aaa’ seswans fox. Oss nemery & 
_ exaniple of an officer of the law who lost his 
his endeavor to maintain the peace and ord 
| set to guard.” : 


bars. A “sportsman " near San ne 
what he believed to be a wild eat, 
wounded « little girl, and 

elder sister, a young lady of 18, ; 
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